
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phoenixville Area 

Social Concerns Committee 

26th Annual 

Community Prayer Breakfast 

In Memory of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 4, 2020 
 

at the Phoenixville Area Middle School 

 

Keynote Speaker: 
 

Rev. Dr. Herbert H. Lusk, II 
Pastor, Greater Exodus Baptist Church 

Philadelphia, PA 



 

 

Purpose 
 

Community for United 
 

Respect…Responsibility…Reward 

 

Mission 
The Phoenixville Area Social Concerns Committee 
promotes social justice and community harmony 
throughout the greater Phoenixville community in 
the spirit of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. through direct action and relevant events. 
 

Social Concerns Committee Members 

Barbara Armour Tamela Luce 

Dr. Louis J. Beccaria Rev. Jack Mason 

Joyce Chester Joann McCracken 

Donald J. L. Coppedge Abigail Milbourne 

Mark King Exley Cris Mitchell 

Dr. Alan Fegley Gary Russell 

Peg Groening Karen Spector, RN 

Nina Guzman Theresa Thornton 

Gwynne Hagee Mayor Peter Urscheler 

Fern Heit Deirdre Wood 

Kris Keller Rev. Mark Young, Chair 

Wendy Kelly  



 

26th Annual Community Prayer Breakfast 
in memory of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

~Invocation~ 
Reverend Cynthia Krommes 

Pastor, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Phoenixville 
 

~Welcome~ 
Rev. Mark Young 

 
~Breakfast Buffet~ 

 
~Introductions & Acknowledgements~ 

 
~Expression Contest Winners~ 

Dr. Alan Fegley, Superintendent, PASD 
Ms. Jessica Kilmetz, Supervisor of Curriculum PASD 

 
~Community Unity Prayer~ 

Reverend Paul Anderson 
Pastor, Grace Valley Fellowship Church, Phoenixville 

 
~Inspirational Music~ 

 
~Keynote~ 

“Together We Can” 
Reverend Dr. Herbert H. Lusk, II 

Pastor, Greater Exodus Baptist Church, Philadelphia PA 
 

~Presentations~ 
  Emma Valenteen Award of “Compassion” 

 
Ruby Armour “Love Thy Neighbor” Award 

 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award 

 
~Benediction~ 

Reverend Doug Hagler 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Phoenixville 



 

Keynote Speaker 
Reverend Dr. Herbert H. Lusk, II 

Pastor, 

Greater Exodus Baptist Church 

Philadelphia, PA 

Highly sought after by diverse audiences, Reverend Lusk travels the 
country delivering engaging, poignant and forthright opinion on faith-
based and community issues.  At the height of his successful National 
Football League playing career with the Philadelphia Eagles, he left the 
NFL to lead a life of ministry. Pastor Lusk was known as the “praying 
tailback” for celebrating touchdowns on one knee in prayer. He is doc-
umented in the NFL history books as the first player to do so.  

A leader of people and communities, Pastor Lusk founded the non-
profit, People For People, Inc. (“PFP”), which continues to transform 
lives through its holistic programming: PFP Early Childhood Develop-
ment Center, PFP Charter School, PFP Institute, Project D.A.D., HOPE 
Pregnancy Center, and Stand for Africa. In addition, Pastor Lusk 
founded G.E. Ministries, which oversees the Frederick Douglass Chris-
tian School and the Grace Dental Clinic in Chester, PA. 

Pastor Lusk has served as advisor to two United States presidents on 
Faith-Based Initiatives and was appointed to the Presidential Advisory 
Council on HIV & AIDS.  He shared a speaking platform with Pope 
Francis before an international audience of 89 million people and ap-
peared on national broadcast programs, including Nightline, Hardball, 
and Fox News. His work has garnered numerous awards, honors, and 
citations. 

Pastor Lusk currently serves as the lead chaplain for the Super Bowl 
Champion Philadelphia Eagles.  He holds a B.S. in Psychology and So-
ciology, a Masters of Divinity, and three honorary doctorate degrees. 

Pastor Lusk is married and the proud father of a son, two daughters, 
two sons-in-law, and three grandsons. 

Rev. Lusk has agreed to be the speaker for the 

2021 Community Prayer Breakfast. 

Thank you Rev. Lusk 



 

The Phoenixville Area Social Concerns Committee 
& The Phoenixville Area School District 

 
Jointly congratulate the winners of the 

 

~
Jordan Carter and Jamiyyah Collins 

Barkley Elementary School 

Elise Pham 
Middle School 

Kerry Mochnaly 
High School 



 



 



 

Elise Pham 

Expression Entry 



 



 

The 2020 Student 

Expression Contest 

winners were invited 

to attend and present 

their winning 

submissions at the 

virtual Social 

Concerns Committee 

meeting held on 

June 4th, 2020. 

 



 



 



 

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Humanitarian Award 

 

The Social Concerns Committee of the Phoenixville 
Interfaith Council, predecessor of the Phoenixville 
Area Social Concerns Committee, created a special 
annual award in 1999.  Humanitarian Award recipi-
ents have lived or worked in the greater Phoenixville 
Community for at least 5 years and demonstrate 
dedication and lasting service in the areas of Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion.  They heavily engage in 
voluntary service to affect positive change in the 
community. 
 
Awardees raise the community’s awareness of social 
justice, develop creative solutions to social con-
cerns, and advocate for a future defined by wellbe-
ing for all. 

 
Humanitarian Award recipients live these Golden 

Rules: 
“In everything do to others as you would have them 

do to you.” 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

“It is better to give than to receive.” 
 

These words of exhortation honor the quality of life 
dreamed for by Reverend King which the Phoe-
nixville Area Social Concerns Committee honors in 
turn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Humanitarian Award Recipients 

1999-2020 
 

 
 

*Deceased 

1999 
Debbie Mitchell* 

2000 
Moira Mumma 

2001 
Paul Jones* 

2002 
Emmett Gruici 

2003 
Peg Kelly Macdonald 

2004 
Richard Kunsch 

2005 
David Frees, Jr. 

2006 
John Macdonald* 

2007 
Janet Jepsen* 

2008 
Bis. Wm. Washington, Jr. 

2009 
John Keenan 

2010 
Dr. Lorna Stewart 

2011 
Kenneth Wickstrom* 

2012 
Donald Meyer, PhD 

2013 
Donald J. L. Coppedge 

2014 
Cheryl & Barry* Messere 

2015 
Buddy & Belinda Goodwin 

2016 
Tammy Klotzbach 

2017 
Dolores Winston 

2018 
Gary Russell 

2019 
Rev. John J. Newns 

2020 
DR. CRAIG PARKINSON 



 

 

 

Dr. Craig Parkinson, Principal, PAHS (right) 

receiving the Social Concerns Committee 

2020 Humanitarian Award from Dr. Alan 

Fegley, PASD Superintendent (left) and 

Wendy Kelly (photographer). 



 

Emma Valenteen 
Award of “Compassion” 

 

The Emma Valenteen Award of “Compassion” has 
been given annually since 2010.  The award is named 
in remembrance of life-long Phoenixville resident and 
activist Emma Laura (McDermott) Valenteen who was 
well known in the community for the charitable work 
done through her The Compassionate Friends net-
work.  Mrs. Valenteen died in 2010. 

 

Awardees embody the compassionate life and work of 
Emma Valenteen herself, including: 

 A desire to elevate the level of cooperative liv-
ing among Phoenixville Area residents; 

 The positive impact of their compassionate ac-
tions on the Phoenixville Community; 

 A history of volunteer involvement in the great-
er Phoenixville community; 

 The demonstration of inner strength through 
overcoming personal misfortune; 

 Turning misfortune into an empathetic, positive 
force to impact quality of living in the communi-
ty and the well-being of its residents, and; 

 Being viewed as a positive role model by many 
members in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way.” 
– The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

We applaud all of those in our community serving with acts of all shapes and sizes.  
 

Thank You! 
The Phoenixville Regional Chamber  

Board of Directors & Staff 



 

Emma Valenteen 
Award of “Compassion” 

2010-2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2010 
Emma Valenteen* 

2011 
Janet Pickett* 

2012 
Connie Bretz* 

2013 
DeNeal Saunders 

2014 
Irene Lisinski 

2015 
Emmett Gruici 

2016 
Thomas E. Mitchell* & 

Kathleen Mitchell 

2017 
Kathy Wilson 

2018 
The Compassionate 

Friends of Phoenixville 

2019 
George Mansur* 

2020 
CITIZEN ADVOCACY 

OF CHESTER COUNTY 

*Deceased 



 

PLACEHOLDER 

 

 

On July 21, 2020 the Emma Valenteen 

Award was presented to the Board of 

Citizen Advocacy virtually by Rev. Mark 

Young and Theresa Thornton.  Pictured 

above is Moira Mumma, Executive Director  



 

Ruby Armour 
“Love Thy Neighbor” Award 

The Ruby Armour “Love Thy Neighbor” Award was in-
augurated in 2018.  The award is named in remem-
brance of long-time Phoenixville resident Ruby Jean 
(Phinnesse) Armour who was well known in the com-
munity for her caring nature and loving spirituality.  
Her favorite scripture was Philippians 4:13 “I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Mrs. 
Armour died in 2017. 

 

Nominees for the “Love Thy Neighbor” award are so-
licited from Phoenixville area faith-based organiza-
tions. 

 

Awardees embody the faith-based life and work of 
Ruby Armour, including:  

 

 a history of volunteer work on behalf of social 
justice in the greater Phoenixville community; 
 a positive life attitude which has had impact in 
the Phoenixville community;  
 the potential for lasting community impact be-
cause of current actions; 
 the ability to face life’s challenges with positive 
attitude and good cheer; and, 
 being viewed as a positive role model by the 
Phoenixville community. 

 

Ruby Armour “Love Thy Neighbor” 

Award Recipients 2018-2020 

 

2018 

Theresa Thornton 

2019 

Karen Bearden 

2020 
DIVERSITY IN ACTION 

- PHOENIXVILLE 



 

 

 

On August 11, 2020, the Ruby Armour “Love 

Thy Neighbor Award” was presented to the 

board of Diversity in Action—Phoenixville 

virtually by Rev. Mark Young, Rev. Nora 

Minassian and Theresa Thornton.  Pictured 

above are members of Diversity in Action at 

a “We Are” live vigil in support of Black 

Lives Matter. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PHOENIXVILLE 
 
 
 

145 South Main Street 

www.fpc-phoenixville.org 

610-933-8816 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:30a 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
 

We have a HEART for God: 
Hearing the Word 
Embracing fellowship with believers 
Applying Jesus’ teaching 
Rejoicing through worship 
Touching the community with God ’s love 



 



 

 

Grazie Merci 

Gracias 

Mahalo 

Danke 

Spasiba 

Arigato 

THANK 

YOU 



 

Special Thanks To: 

 

Jessica Kilmetz, PASD Su-
pervisor of Curriculum... 

...for coordinating the Stu-
dent Expressions Contest. 

Phoenixville Community Health Foundation, especially 

Tamela Luce and Holly Megay... 

...for unwavering support. 

The Phoenixville Area Senior Center... 

...for underwriting ticket printing costs.. 

Joann McCracken & Kris Keller... 

...for coordinating ticket sales. 

Theresa Thornton... 

...for her creativity to create our program booklet. 

Gwynne Hagee & Fern Heit. 

.....The Decorations Committee,  

 

Patrons: 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark King Exley 

Gwynne Hagee 

Tamela Luce 
 

And extra special “Thanks” to all those who support the work of 
the Social Concerns Committee by placing advertisements in the 

program booklet. 

 

Please patronize our advertisers. 



 


